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when the “cancer scare 1 
slump in the cigarette market^ sales 
have bounced back amazingly. This 
year they seem to be headed for an 
all-time high. The filter-tip cigarette 
has been the salvation of the tobacco 
industry . 

Prior to 1954 less than ten percent 
of the cigarettes sold were filter-tips. 
Filter-tip sales climbed to 30 percent 
ill: 1956, and some wholesalers say 
they passed the 50 percent mark 
early this yearu “By the end of 1957 " 
a major distributor told The Wall 
Street Journal, “I’d say that the fib 
ters will command 75 percent of the 
market.” 

The reason for this trend was 
revealed in a survey of smoking hab¬ 
its recently completed by the Sloan- 
Kettering Institute. More than 70 
percent of the smokers who had 
switched from plain to filter-tip cig¬ 
arettes said they had done so for 
“health protection.” 

This raises some important ques¬ 
tions, 
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The average smoker cannot an¬ 
swer these questions. There is evi¬ 
dence that the public thinks a filter 
is a filter, that one tip is as good as 
another^ Doctors, who may be asked 
for advice, are no better off. Where¬ 
as foodi and drugs can be selected 
on a basis of known ingredients, no 
accurate information exists to en¬ 
able smokers to choose a brand of 
cigarette on a basis of the amount of 
tar and nicotine they will get in the 
smoke. 

To meet this need for specific 
information, The Reader’s Digest 
asked a leading testing laboratory 
to make scientific determination of 
the tar and nicotine in the main¬ 
stream smoke of popular brands. 
The laboratory purchased cigarettes 
on the open market in cities across 
the country. The cigarettes were 
smoked in a standard smoking ap¬ 
paratus (originally designed by the 
American Tobacco Co.) which auto¬ 
matically puffs each cigarette in a 


is. How much “Hea lth pro- manner that approximates human 
t ection^ do filter-tips provide? smoking as nearly as possible. Par- 
Specifically, how much less tar (and 


nicotine^ does the smoker get 
t hrough his present filter-tip than he 
n ot from the^ain-tip brand lie for- 


*“ Tfe ff rc *|cr the tar reduction in ihc 
> mukc?'w Ur. Lrn<-*t L. Wymkr ot thr 


Sloan-Kiltwinft fnsiituu, "the fifc-jUr will b c~ 
the reduction in thu risk of lung cancrf.” A> 
ti* iiMiUnr, Ur. Doroiliy Kolb, ut the Mjjp 
Kjundatiun for Mcdk.il Education and Re¬ 
search, uy>, “Apiurrnil) itic content of nico¬ 
tine in a cigarette must be decreased marc 
than 60 percent before the vascular effects 
fpulse Mtr, blood pressure, ettf.) produced 1 
during smoking will be greatly, altered." 


iicular care was taken to recover all 
the tar that a human might inhale 
in the smoke. After each run, chem¬ 
ical determinations were made of 
the tar and nicotine content accord¬ 
ing to approved laboratory methods. 

The results of the tests are present¬ 
ed on the opposite page. Let’s sec 
how smokers who may have 
switched from a plain-tip to a filter- 
tip have fared. 

Until a few years ago, the lion’s 
share (between 70 and 80 percent) 
of the cigarette market belonged to 


Here are the scientific labo 
tar and nicotine (stated in mi 
mainstream smoke of themos 
yses were made for The Read 
suiting chemists and engineer 
of a 37-year record of outstan 
chemical and industrial rose 
laboratory methods used in 
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Bi 1 that isn’t all. The best-grade 
bujpy comes from the leaves that 
grow near the bottom of the plant. 
Ttare used to be so little demand 
fo »he strong, harsh top leaves that 
thlj sold for about 20 cents per 
pound. Today the strong, harsh 
“tj| s" are so much in demand that 
til r sell for 62 cents a pound, almost 
on a par with best-grade burley. 
can remember when I wouldn’t 
e even brought that stuff to mar- 
k| T one Kentucky burley grower 
told The Wall Street Journal Td 

1 ,# e thrown it away.” 

This trend toward inferior tobac- 
has even the burley growers con¬ 
fused. “It seems to me that this is 
d ir business,” John Berry, vice-pres- 
il nt of the Burley Tobacco Grow- 
ers Cooperativc Association, told the 
subcommittee. “Such practices ulti¬ 
ll itcly will bring into bad repute 
manufactured cigarette and the 
people who manufacture it.” 

■ v Mr. Berry told the Congressional 
I vestigators that burley “scrap,” 
wnich sold for 18 cents per pound in 
1954, had gone to 41 cents in 1955. 

I ill of a sudden that came to be very 
tractive tobacco,” he said. 

.Where is this scrap going? How 

r e the cigarette makers using it? 

At the urging of the Congression- 
subcommittee, reluctant tobacco 
nicn discussed another innovation^ 
df is called “homogenized” or recon- 
litutcd tobacco. 

"The homogenizing process, which 
is also used to produce cigar binders, 

( supposed to be a closely guarded 
ade secret. Most tobacco men re- 
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fuse to discuss ic But the details may 
be obtained merely by consulting 
the dirsrdteurcs filed in the U. S. Pat- 
entOdhsc Most of the paten ts are as¬ 
signed! 10 the American Machine & 
Foumdry Co., which produces equip¬ 
ment Jof the tobacco industry. 

Tiadlttionally, in preparing tobac¬ 
co for syrettes, the woody stem and 
midn&> i*rc removed from the leaf 
and dh^rded along with the scrap 
or datnidged leaves. In the homogen¬ 
izing: jirocess the whole leaves, plus 
the sezzp * arc reduced to a fine pow¬ 
der, moistened and rolled into thin* 
plastxJike “sheet tobacco” which is 
thert shredded for the cigarette 
blendL 

of the major tobacco com¬ 
panies deny that they are now using 
homna^nized tobacco, although all 
admit? they arc experimenting with 
it- (“After all,” says one tobacco 
mam, “competition may force us to 
use 2 d some day ”) The notable ex¬ 
ception is R. J. Reynolds (Camel, 
Winsrton, Cavalier), whose chair¬ 
man*, John Whitaker, told the Con- 
gressiionul subcommittee: “We arc 
using:it in all cigarettes ” 

Asiked whether a higher percent¬ 
age <yf reconstituted tobacco is used 
ia Reynolds’ filter-tips than in the 
comqntuy’s plain-tips, Mr. Whitaker 
refun d to answer. “You are getting 
inro wde secrets now,” he said. Lat¬ 
er, Senator W. Kerr Scott of North 
Carolina remarked: “We have not 
obtutined the information we need. 
Ir is^jJparcnt that ‘trade secrets'" arc 
bcinq; used as the Fifth Amcnd- 
mentc” 



From responsible sources the Di¬ 
gest has learned the “trade secret” 
that probably will interest smokers 
most: It is entirely possible to man tt- 
facture filter tips much more effi¬ 
cient than any now on the market. 

The improved filters would be 
made from essentially the same ma¬ 
terials now being used: that is, cellu¬ 
lose acetate plus, possibly, some form 
of powdery filler. They would cost 
no more to produce. They would be 
as “easy on the draw” as the present 
filter tips. Yet, unlike present filters 
(which filter as little as ten percent), 
the improved tips would filter 40 
percent or more of the tar from the 
mainstream smoke. ,:?■ 

j 3 r. Wynder, of Sloan-Kettering, 
savs: “Such a hi ter, placed on a reg ¬ 
ular-size cigarette which normally 
yields 30 milligrams ot tar in it s 
smoke, would reduce the smokers" 
t ayexposure to about iS milligrams. 
A reduction to that level; as shown " 
b y^oth animal experiments and hu ¬ 
man statistical studies, would be a 
s ignificant reductiomnyincer risk /" 

\Vhy aren’t these unproved hitcr 
tips available? What reasons do cig¬ 
arette companies give for not adopt¬ 
ing them? 

Watch for a second article, in the 
August Reader s Digest, which will 
answer these and other significant 
questions . 






Reprints of this article arc available. Prices, 
postpaid: to one address: to —50 cents: 50 — 
Si./S; 100 —S;$: 500—S12; 1000— $20. Ad¬ 
dress Reprint Lditor, The Reader's Digest, 
Pleasantsillc, N. Y. 
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